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Featured Alumnus 
Opera Stage Director Rob Herriot 

 
Recently Rob Herriot had an epiphany. If his career kept taking him all 
over Canada and the States, why should he live in Toronto?  So this 
Black Hole alumnus decided to make a new base for his opera stage 
directing career back home in Winnipeg. 
 While at the U of M, Rob was very active in both the Black 
Hole and the Music Program.  His name appears in several programs 
including acting in The Proposal (85) and Oedipus the King (86), 
hosting Scene Night 86, 
props coordination on 
Suddenly Last Summer (85) 
and stage managing Long 
Days Journey Into Night 
(84, Apprentice) and 
Crimes of the Heart (85).  
He started to find his niche, 
though, during his final 
years when he directed  Oh 
Dad, Poor Dad (87), 
Talking Dog (88) and 
Stargazers (89) (for which 
he got into trouble when he 
recast the 2 hander as a 4 
hander without the 
knowledge of the fellow 
student playwright, hence 
the reason we have the new 
play playwright/director 
agreements!) 
 He left home with his BA and moved to Toronto to study 
Opera more intensely.  After graduating from the U of T, Rob 
performed for various companies including Rainbow Stage (96, 97) 
and joined the chorus at the COC from 96-03.  Life changed for him,  
though, when he took on the job of Assistant Director with Vancouver 
Opera in 2000.  He started to take more assistant jobs and was building 
a name for himself behind the scenes when he got his break.  Manitoba 
Opera needed a director for Lucia in 03 so Rob called up Larry 
Desrochers and said “I can do it!”  Larry said “ok” and Rob has been 
turning away singing jobs ever since. 
 Though Rob did go on to study performance elsewhere, he 
credits the Black Hole with teaching him a lot.  Here he was given 
opportunities and guidance while learning to put his ego aside. He was 
also taught to listen, collaborate with and acknowledge others, skills he 
still uses in every piece he works on.  In today’s world of opera’s 2 
week rehearsal period to mount a 3 hour piece, he doesn’t get the 
luxury of time to explore and learn with the performers.  Instead, he 
spends months with the music, planning every moment before he’s 
even met the singers or seen the costumes and sets.  He still loves the 
challenge, though, as many singers are now looking for more truth in 
their characters, needing thoughts and reasons to motivate their actions 
and emotions.  Still, Rob often sees young singers who are too afraid 
to take a risk and explore their limits. 

Greetings from the Past President 
 
 Where does one begin to reflect on a year like this last one at 
the Black Hole Theatre Company? 08/09 was a season of change and 
of new things, many of which pushed the company to its limit. But in 
the end, that was a very good thing. Changes to the season passes, 
allowing students to see more shows, helped us to sell more season 
passes than we have in over seven years. A change in the company that 
supplied our BHTC t-shirts and hoodies resulted in  more t-shirt sales 
than we’ve had in years. 
 The BHTC Executive implemented a play reading group that 
met bi-weekly to read plays aloud. It was a very modest beginning, but 
hopefully it is an endeavor that will continue to grow. Chris Johnson 
spear-headed a festival of new plays with his Advanced Directing class 
to complement the Playwriting course in the fall term. This allowed the 
many budding playwrights hidden within the company to emerge and 
give their plays a first production or read-through, while giving new 
directors the chance to work closely not just with a script, but also with 
the playwright. 
 And then there was the mainstage and lunchbhagg seasons, 
both of which were very strong. The first and third mainstages were 
directed by two of our most senior students, and were deftly handled. 
Sam Shepherd’s challenging piece A Lie of the Mind was wonderfully 
handled by both director and cast (said with no bias…) and J. M. 
Synge’s classic The Playboy of the Western World was absolutely 
charming, and was one of the best attended plays in the Black Hole in 
years. Our Festival show, The Crucible, was highly anticipated and 
didn’t fail to impress or surprise audiences with a new twist: setting the 
play not in its historical context, but rather in the 1950’s. All three of 
these shows showcased the Black Hole’s skilled members, not only as 
directors and actors, but also as designers with student set, light, sound 
and costume designs. 
 As the year wrapped up, the saying “Out with the old and in 

with the new” was becoming 
painfully apparent. Many of the 
core members of the theatre 
company, myself included, 
were graduating in the spring 
or summer and will not be 
returning this year. As sad as it 
was for those of us whose time 
at the Black Hole was coming 
to an end, I found it very 
interesting to see some of the 
younger members right where I 
had been only a few years ago. 
Looking at the up-and-coming 
students, I know that we senior 
members are leaving the 
company in very capable 
hands. 
 

Jeremy Rampton 

Continued on page 3... 
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2009/2010 Executive 
 

Artistic Director- Margaret Groome 
President– Jacklyn Kozak 

Vice President– Kevin Ramberran 
Treasurer– Sheldon Kuzmik 
Secretary–   Kaitlynn Porath 

Member at Large– Kimya Yussuf 
Past President– Jeremy Rampton 

Onstage Rep– Kelly Jenken 
Backstage Rep– Frances Koncan 

Publicist– Mathew Lagacé 
Intro Reps: 

Erika Mann, Brenna Masterton, 
Carolina Vasilica 

Rampton designed a beautiful Irish store with a realistic fireplace that 
was tragic to dismantle due to its beauty.  Claire Sparling’s costume 
design was historical and challenging, but she and coordinator Carly 
Gallant pulled it off beautifully. 
 To end the season, our final Lunchbhagg, Fire in the Hole, was 
a collection of new plays courtesy of the playwriting and dramaturgy 
classes.  Over the course of the week, 2 plays received full lunch time 
productions and 6 plays received staged readings.  2 other plays from 
the classes were mounted at this summer’s Fringe Festival while others 
were staged for radio, at Wise Guys and at Degrees.  Kudos to Chris 
Johnson and Jessica Hamulka for pulling it all together. 

 Our year 
ended as always 
with Scene 
Night.  Thank 
you to Tim 
Bandfield (with 
puppet Clifford) 
for hosting the 
event.  It’s 
always a 
pleasure to see 
our best 
classroom work 
on the stage. 
 This 
year saw the 
creation of a 

play reading group every second Tuesday that brought together Intro 
and upper level students to read aloud a variety of plays and to discuss 
them afterwards.  Let’s hope this valuable study aid continues into the 
upcoming season.  Contact the Black Hole Exec if you have any 
suggestions for plays to read. 
 The Executive also hosted many social events including our 
annual Bowling Ice Breaker, a Christmas-break Ssocial, a St. Patrick’s 
Social (coinciding with our Irish play), and the end of year Gala. 

0809 Season 
 

 This year was a success.  We started our season with “Passion” 
by Edward Bond, directed by Megan Peters. It was a satiric look at the 
impact of war and was followed by “The Table” by Ida Fink, directed 
by Liz Madden.  Liz studied the script in a history class that focused 
on the Holocaust.  The play centres on the recounting of a specific 

massacre during WWII. 
 Our first mainstage, A 
Lie of the Mind, by Sam 
Shepard, directed by Ray 
Strachan, was a haunting tale 
of love and family.  Ray cast 
local celebrity Curtis Moore in 
the role of the father with 
students filling out the rest of 
this ensemble cast, including 
Exec President Jeremy 
Rampton and VP Ivan 
Henwood.  Ian Stoesz’s stark 
landscape mural mirrored the 
bleakness in the hearts of the 
characters.  The blood-stained 
hunting costumes by Tiffany 
Walker added to the desolation 
of the characters. 
 “ The Actor’s 
Nightmare” by Christopher 
Durang followed Lie with a 
lighthearted look at an 
unprepared layman being 
thrust onstage into a play he 

did not rehearse.  It was directed by Stephanie Willis. 
 The Crucible by Arthur Miller, directed by faculty members 
Bill Kerr and Bob Smith, played to good reviews during the Master 
Playwright Festival.  Dennis and set carp Garret Rusnik outdid 
themselves with eerie, giant monoliths covering the stage at the Gas 
Station Theatre.  The 50’s inspired costumes and rock-n-roll 
soundtrack helped the actors bring this story of witchcraft and 
persecution to life.  Karen and costume coordinator Katie Murray 
bought the city out of vintage cardigans and had way too much fun 
with glasses and saddle shoes. 
 “ The Agreement” by Janet Neipris followed in February and 
was directed by 
Yared 
Mehzenta and 
Duncan 
Cheung.  It was 
a courtroom 
comedy about 
the end of a 
relationship. 
 Our last 
mainstage, The 
Playboy of the 
Western World 
by J.M. 
Synge,  
directed by 
Marleigh 
Chapman 
wrapped up 
the season with an Irish tale of drink and idol worship.  Jeremy This edition of the Black Hole Theatre Co. Newsletter was compiled by 

Karen Schellenberg with Alumni & Fringe News provided by Chris Johnson. 

Natashia Durand and Erin Essery in 
A Lie of the Mind. 

Chris Charles, Stuart Robinson, Tim Bandfield, 
William Jordan, Andrei Mardli, Ray Strachan, 

Matthew Lagacé, Julia Florek, Ken Rudderham, and 
Joël Bisson from Act 3 of The Crucible. 

Stephanie Moroz and Alan MacPherson in 
The Playboy of the Western World. 
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Contact Information  
 

Box Office: 474-6880 
 

Production Office: 474-7655 
Technical Director (Dennis): 474-9474 

Technician (Karen, Eric or Brenda): 474-8087 
Administrative Assistant (Marilyn): 474-9581 

Office Assistant (Eleanor); 474-9122 
 

Teaching Staff 
Margaret Groome: 474-9539 

Chris Johnson: 474-9758 
Bill Kerr: 474-8819 

Bob Smith: 474-9605 
Brenda McLean: 474-9757 
Teaching Assistant (Tim) 

 
Or e-mail us at: theatre@umanitoba.ca 
Visit us on the web at: www.bhtc.ca 

What’s Happening, Alumni? 
We would love to know what you are up to so we can 
include an update of the successes of our Black Hole Alumni 
in future editions of our newsletter.  Get in touch with the 
Theatre Program and tell us all about how amazing you are! 

 At the Black Hole, Rob also learned discipline; you don’t love 
everything you do, but you take the experience and use it.  He may 
never do props again, but he can have an intelligent conversation with 
his props master after making some ugly masks for Chris Johnson 20 
odd years ago.  Through the immersion process so many of our 
students experience, Rob observed what works and what doesn’t, 
simple blocking things that are no brainers but can’t really be taught.  
He learned how to tell the story through the stage picture, not just the 
text. 
 Rob now tries to be open to new opportunities.  When he first 
left high school he only wanted to act.  He soon realized acting wasn’t 
where his strength lay, but part of him was reluctant to become one of 
those tech people…until he worked with George Toles on Crimes of 
the Heart.  Stage-managing that show was one of his happiest times at 
the BHT.  He leaned how to deal with people and communicate 
effectively, all while having a good time. 
 He’s taken it all with him and will be happy to sit down with 
any Blackholer and share the memories. 
 Some words of advice for current students in our program: Do 
as much as you can. Take advantage of every opportunity. You have to 
experience theatre to decide if it’s what you want to do.  So grab it, 
take it, get the most out of it.  Now is the time.  Push every limit; you 
have nothing to lose, no restraints.  Take something a little daring or 
off the wall and go with it.  When you have a good cast and a good 
director, it can be fantastic. 
 

Upcoming Season 
 
 This November, we open our season with the 25th anniversary 
production of Carol Shield’s very first play Departures and Arrivals. 
This play first premiered in the Black Hole Theatre in November of 
1984, and what better way to celebrate its anniversary than by bringing 
it back to its original venue. Through a series of vignettes, we get 
extraordinary glimpses into the lives of both ordinary folks and the 
most peculiar people you could imagine. Directing Departures and 
Arrivals will be Megan Andres whose previous directing credits  
include Gorilla/Antipode for the 2009 Winnipeg Fringe Festival and 
What May Unfold for our 07/08 season. 
 
 The BHTC’s entry for the 10th Annual Master Playwright 
Festival is Caryl Churchill’s ingenious comedy Cloud Nine. The first 
act is set in British colonial Africa in the 1880s. The characters 
reappear in a second act set in 1979 London, having aged only 25 
years. Churchill also insists on cross-casting, cross-dressing and role-
doubling for her actors.  Directing Cloud Nine is the Coordinator of 
the Theatre Program, Dr. Margaret Groome.  
 
 We close off our season in March with the exciting premiere of 
the brand new play Headspace written by Winnipeg Playwright and 
Black Hole Theatre alumnus Mike Bell. Headspace takes a comic look 
at the phenomenon of online social networking sites like facebook and 
twitter. Bell takes the audience surfing through the web, jumping from 
story to story to story, some true, some imaginary, some funny, some 
sad, all exploring ways in which technology shapes our brains and the 
way we see the world.  Everyone will be ROTFLMAO. Come see  
where HeadSpace will take you this March. 

Opportunity! 
To any interested current theatre student: 

 the University of Manitoba Students' Union has started their own 
closed circuit television network on campus. To promote UMSU 
events and provide students with information media on campus, 
UMSU Vision will be looking for a variety of talents to provide an 
on screen presence to UMSU, from media personalities, news 
anchors and hosts for television shows, as well as entertainment 
based programming. There will also be a variety of positions 
available on the technical side of film and media as well.  
 To get involved or for more information contact John Titley 
at umsuvision1@umsu.ca or Mark Neufeld at umsuvision2@umsu.ca 

Continued from page 1—Rob Herriot 

Joseph Aragon Wins Again! 
 
Congratulations to Joseph Aragon whose play, Bloodless: the Trial of 
Burke and Hare won the Harry Rintoul Memorial Prize for best new 
Manitoba play in the 2009 Winnipeg Fringe Festival.  Joseph first won 
in 2003 for The Unlikely Sainthood of Madeline McKay. 

Caution! 
 

Beware when entering the production office this season.  Karen 
Schellenberg has once again been replaced by Eric Bosse and Brenda 

McLean. 
We wish Karen the best of luck on her maternity leave. 
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2008/09 Scholarships and Awards 
 

Promethean Endurance Award 
Awarded to ongoing theatre students who have made a 
significant contribution to the Black Hole Theatre Company 
above and beyond any work done to fulfil minimum theatre 

Staff doings 
 
Mike Bell 
I was excited to teach a term of Playwriting and Screenwriting in 
2008.  It was very rewarding to see all the Major Project plays in the 
Playwriting class achieve some life beyond the classroom, in one form 
or another.  I also served as Playwright-In-Residence for the 2009 
Winter Session, where I was busily working away at a first draft of my 
new play.  HeadSpace will receive its world premiere in March of 
2010 at the Black Hole.  
  
Tim Bandfield 
Tim spent the majority of his summer acting for various professional 
and amateur companies around town.  He is happy to finally be 
graduating this October but as TA again, can’t seem to leave the Black 
Hole. 
 
Eric Bosse 
Eric enjoyed working with SIR over the winter but is looking forward 
to a steady paycheck back at the U of M. 
 
Margaret Groome 
Margaret enjoyed 9 weeks in London (England) this summer in spite 
of a bout of swine flu.  Much theatre-going and research.  Margaret 
saw Ian McKellan, Patrick Stewart and Helen Mirren onstage in 
various shows.  Stewart’s Didi in Waiting for Godot was the sexiest 
tramp Margaret has ever seen!  What would Beckett think?  Margaret 
is ecstatic to finally have a female playwright in the January Fest and 
will be directing our production of Caryl Churchill’s Cloud Nine.  She 
is also looking forward to teaching “Feminist Theatre” in the fall and a 
second term devoted to Shakespeare in both “Text and Performance” 
and “Shakespeare: Performance History and Criticism.”  Margaret 
offers a challenge to the BHT Community: what are the names of her 
current cats and what plays do those names come from?  A small prize 
will be awarded to the first current student and the first alumnus with 
the correct answer.  Hint: the characters are all from Elizabethan 
drama!  Email your answers to eleanor_stardom@umanitoba.ca.

Chris Johnson 
Chris stepped down as Chair of the Program a year ago, and has really 
been enjoying concentrating on the parts of the job he actually likes: 
teaching, directing, writing.  He also has more time to garden, work on 
his model railroad, play with his grandsons, and marvel at the 
achievements of son Zak, who plays classical flute, performs on flute 
and sax for a klezmer band, and drums for a straight-edge punk band 
called Coke Bust.  Talk about versatile.  This year, Chris is teaching 
Intro, Onstage (with Bill), Theatre History, and Canadian Drama.  He'll 
be directing the world premiere of Mike Bell's new play, HeadSpace, 
for the Black Hole this spring. 
 

Bill Kerr 
Bill successfully took his family camping for the first time this 
summer.  (He’d tried before and failed.)  They also visited the 
beautiful Wisconsin Dells.  He is very proud of his 10 year old 
daughter, Kitty, who is starting her final year in elementary school. 
 

Marilyn Loat 
Marilyn escaped the winter cold first in Mexico, then in Phoenix, and 
finally in Marana where she watched Tiger Woods play at the 
Accenture Match.  
 

Brenda McLean 
Brenda has been busy this year; she had the opportunity to teach a 
section of Intro Theatre at the university. Also during the spring 
Brenda designed costumes for Shakespeare In the Ruin’s Othello and 
directed Galileo Live! for the Manitoba Planetarium. Brenda spent this 
summer out of the province, rehearsing a new show called Death is 
within me... that premiered in Poland in early September. With her 
family she travelled to Niagara Falls and Quebec City. She is thrilled 
to return to the University to work with students again both as an 
instructor and technician. She hopes that this year will be filled with 
exciting theatrical experiences! 
 

Karen Schellenberg 
Life is  hectic, juggling daycare and bedtime for 2 year old Elly but 
Karen was happy to be back at the university this past season and 
enjoyed designing costumes for The Crucible, working on Bob and 
Bill’s first collaborative effort.  However, mommyhood made another 
call and Karen and Sean have a brand new brother for Elly, After much 
deliberation the bundle of joy has been named Jamie.  Karen will be 
back for the 10/11 season and will still keep the candy stocked in the 
production office! 
 

Bob Smith 
Bob spent a relaxing summer traveling up the sunshine coast of 
California, reliving his glory days.  He also continues to renovate his 
home and research crazy stories.  Students will be happy to note they 
no longer have to trek over to St. Paul’s to see him as he now resides 
in 348 U College.  Yea! 
 

Dennis Smith 
Dennis is still messing about with sail boats and has now added an 
ancient motorhome to the fleet of projects.  Any additional free time is 
spent with the 2 dogs playing agility and herding sheep. 
 

Eleanor Stardom 
In July, I took a  trip to New York.  In addition to doing all the touristy 
things, I saw two Broadway plays.  This was followed by a trip to 
Ottawa to meet my new grandson, Leo Evan, born July 3.  I also 
continue to collect free calendars for placement in hospital rooms.  
Any 2010 calendars can be dropped off at the office.  Prizes are 
awarded for those coming from the greatest distance. 

Victor S. Cowie Award in the 
Performing Arts   
Jeremy Rampton 
Ken Rudderham 

 
The Hirsch Memorial 

Scholarship  
(For Creative Writing) 

Megan Andres 
 

M. Charles Cohen Prize 
Megan Andres 

Kathy Windsor Memorial 
Scholarship 

Megan Andres 
 

Irene Anderson Memorial 
Scholarship 

Megan Andres 
Stephanie Moroz 

 
Nathan B. Zimmerman 
Scholarship in Drama 

Ken Rudderham 

Promethean Endurance Award 
Tony Porteous  Kelly Jenken  
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2008/2009 STUDENT, FACULTY, & ALUMNI 
NEWS 

 
An asterisk (*) after an entry means that there is further information 
about the individual in the 2009 Fringe section of the newsletter. 
 
MEGAN ANDRES is one of the two winners of this year’s IRENE 
ANDERSON Scholarship.  MEGAN’s play, Antipode, was one of the 
two new student plays that the Black Hole produced  in this year’s 
Winnipeg Fringe Festival.  MEGAN directed her own play and Ken 
Rudderham’s “Gorilla”.  MEGAN also got to shadow lighting designer  
HUGH CONACHER on Age of Arousal  at TPM.  MEGAN will be 
directing Departures and Arrivals by Carol Shields as the first play in 
the Black Hole’s 2009/2010 season; this will be the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the premiere production of the play in the Black Hole.  
That production was co-directed by CHRIS  and VIC COWIE.  (VIC 
was a long-time teacher of Shakespeare and theatre at the U of M, and 
the Cowie Studio and the Cowie Scholarship are named after him.)* 
 
JOSEPH ARAGON was back on campus last fall to perform in the St. 
Paul’s Players production of The Only Known Photograph of God, 
BOB SMITH’s new play, in the Black Hole.  Readings and 
presentations of excerpts from two of JOSEPH’s plays, including 
Bloodless, the new musical about body snatchers in 19th century 
Edinburgh, were presented as part of the CAROL SHIELDS Festival 
of New Work at PTE.* 
 
GAIL ASPER was conferred with an Honorary Doctorate in Law at 
the U of M convocation last fall.  She serves on the Advisory Council 
of the Manitoba Theatre Centre, and, of course, is very active in the 
ongoing effort to build the Human Rights Museum in Winnipeg. 
 
TIM BANDFIELD performed as Paul in the Dry Cold production of 
Sondheim’s Company this spring.  He also played Alex Hoopla (a 
zombie professor) in Dirty Rotten Unloved Zombie: The Musical,  (the 
winning  play in the MAP High School Playwriting contest) and 
Galileo in Galileo Live! at the Manitoba Planetarium.  TIM was the 
Teaching Assistant for the Theatre Program in the 08/09 academic 
year, and is graduating with an Advanced Major in the fall.  His play, 
“The Price of Gold”, was included in the Fire in the Hole Festival.  He 
will still be around this year, returning as our Teaching Assistant for 
another year.  * 
 
MIKE BELL was playwright-in-residence at the U of M in the 
2009/10 school year.  He taught courses in playwriting and 
screenwriting, and wrote a new play, HeadSpace, on a Manitoba Arts 
Council commission during the year.  BILL KERR worked on the 
script as dramaturge, and CHRIS JOHNSON will be directing it at the 
BHT in the upcoming season. 
 
STEPHANIE BEYKO is the drama teacher at John Taylor Collegiate. 
 
LEE ANN BLOCK teaches in the Faculty of Education at the U of M. 
 
JASON BOISSONNEAULT is in his second year of M.A studies in 
Creative Writing at Concordia University in Montreal. 
 
ERIC BOSSE was head electrician for the PTE production of 
Moonlight and Magnolias.  ERIC designed the lighting and served as 
the technician for the pte@PTE production of Durang, Durang, and 
was the Production Manager for the Shakespeare in the Ruins 
production of Othello.  He is a member of the SIR board of directors, a 
member of the SIR company, and also a co-founder and ongoing 

member of Theatre Incarnate.* 
 
SIMON BRACKEN is going into his final year of study at the 
National Theatre School.  He was back in town this summer. (SIMON 
was Guildenstern in R&G Are Dead and Autolyous in Winter’s Tale)* 
 
HEATHER BRAUN teaches drama at Stonewall Collegiate. 
 
ANNA BRIERLEY is running her own jewellery business and has just 
begun rehearsal for Margaret Groome’s production of Cloud Nine. 
 
JULIA BROWN is the House Manager at the Manitoba Theatre 
Centre. 
 
SEAN CARNEY teaches English at McGill University. 
 
SHELAGH CARTER teaches theatre at the University of Winnipeg. 
  
ANDREW CECON performed in The Winter’s Tale for Tom-Tom 
Theatre this fall. 
 
TERRI CHERNIACK, a long time U of M Theatre Program instructor 
as well as an alumna, performed in the MTC production of The Price 
for MillerFest 2009. 
 
JONAS CHERNICK won the Gemini Award for Best Actor in a 
Supporting Role for his performances on CBC TV’s The Border.  
JONAS was back in town in January to play Biff in the Winnipeg 
Jewish Theatre production of Death of a Salesman for MillerFest 
2009.  
 
LEITH CLARK teaches drama at Sisler High School. * 
 
HEATHER CONNELL, since managing the ceremonies portion of the 
2007 Canada Winter Games, continues in event ceremonies 
management as a project manager for PRP Inc., the producer of the 
2010 Vancouver Paralympics Opening and Closing Ceremonies.  On 
this current event, Heather holds the position of Associate Producer 
and will be working closely with another BHTC alumnus, CAROLYN 
KUTCHYERA. 
 
TYSON CONRAD is working as a cabin attendant for Westjet. (He 
played leading roles in Margaret Groome’s productions of As You Like 
It, The Hothouse, The Winter’s Tale and Jennette Heinrich’s 
production of Lion in the Streets) 
 
SARAH CONSTIBLE performed in the Fancy Bred Theatre reading 
of Resurrection Blues and the reading of Playing for Time, a “staged 
radio play with live music” (some provided by SARAH), for 
MillerFest 2009.  SARAH also performed in the premiere production 
of Kevin Klassen’s Bleeding Hearts at the MTC Warehouse in the 
spring, as well as acting as the production’s Music Director.  SARAH 
played Desdemona to MIKE LAWRENCHUK’s Othello in the 
Shakespeare in the Ruins production in Assiniboine Park last summer.  
SARAH is a member of the SIR company. 
 
ANDREW COYNE is the National Editor of Mclean’s magazine and 
regularly appears on CBC TV as a member of the “At Issue” panel of 
political commentators with Peter Mansbridge.  (ANDREW wrote and 
performed in student revues in the Black Hole while at the U of M.) 
 
TRACY DAHL is a world-famous opera singer, a coloratura soprano.  
She has performed at La Scala in Milan, with the Metropolitan Opera 



Black Hole Theatre Company        Newsletter Fall 2009                            7 

 

 

in New York, the San Francisco Opera, Canadian Opera Company, 
Washington Opera, Houston Grand Opera, Los Angeles Music Center 
Opera, Santa Fe Opera, Opera Theatre of St. Louis, the Chatelet in 
Paris, and the Aix-en-Provence Festival.  Her discography includes A 
Disney Spectacular with the Cincinnati Pops, Glitter and be Gay with 
the Calgary Philharmonic, A Gilbert and Sullivan Gala with the 
Winnipeg Symphony, and Love Walked In, a Gershwin collection with 
the Bramwell Tovey Trio.  She has taught with the Vancouver 
International Song Institute and the Banff Centre for the Arts.  (While 
at the U of M, TRACY performed in Volcano Woman, would you 
believe?) 
 
GEOFF DEVENNEY is Operations Production Manager with Cirque 
du Soleil. His old show Corteo, flew 203,000 tonnes of technical 
equipment from Miami to Tokyo. He lived in Japan for 7 months and 
has now transferred to another show based in Orlando, La Nouba. 
GEOFF has flown over 50000 miles in the first 9 months of the year 
but is looking forward to settling with the family in Florida for the 
winter. 
 
PHILLIP DUNCAN. teaches drama at the Morden Collegiate Institute. 
  
DECO DAWSON is the multimedia designer for To the Country 
produced by the Winnipegger Ensemble this fall.  It stars ROSS 
MCMILLAN and is co-directed by CARSON NATTRASS.  ERIC 
BOSSE  and JOESEPH ARAGON are also on the creative team. 
 
NATASHIA DURAND played an impressive range of roles in 08/09. 
including Beth in A Lie of the Mind and the title role of Medea in a 
special class project.* 
 
AUDREY DWYER was back in town this winter to perform in the 
Chorus of the MTC production of Medea.  AUDREY is the Associate 
Artistic Director of Nightwood Theatre, and was the assistant director 
of that company’s production of Linda Griffiths’ The Age of Arousal at 
the Factory Theatre in Toronto in 2007.  She is also a member of the 
Second City Touring Company.  Recent stage performances include 
Medea in Obsidian Theatre’s Black Medea, Wajdi Mouawad’s 
Tideline at the Factory, The Tempest at Persephone, Mom’s the Word, 
The Babysitter, and Blue Planet.  Film performances include Atom 
Egoyan’s Where the Truth Lies, Man of the Year and State of Mind, 
and on television she has appeared in ‘da Kink in My Hair.  After 
leaving here, AUDREY studied at the National Theatre School of 
Canada.  (While she was a U of M student, AUDREY performed in 
our production of Brad Fraser’s Wolf Boy.) 
 
LEIGH ENNS works as a receptionist at MTC. 
 
LUKE EISBRENNER has a morning show on CJOB radio. 
 
ERIN ESSERY trained with the new Professional Training Ensemble 
at PTE over the winter, and performed in the pte@PTE production of 
Durang, Durang in June.  ERIN also participated in the Fire in the 
Hole Festival by directing the reading of TONY PORTEOUS’ “You 
Guys Kill Me”. 
 
DARCY FEHR is a facilitator with the  Acting Studio Winnipeg .* 
 
KATHERINE FOSTER GRAJEWSKI is a PhD candidate at the 
Graduate Centre for the Study of Drama at the U of T. Katherine has 
recently trained with the world- renowned theatre company 
Gardzienice in Poland. Her scholarly research is concerned with cross- 
cultural exchange in theatre practice. She is currently in the process of 
completing her doctoral thesis entitled “Tracing a Habitus of Theatre 

Practice: A Sociological Approach to the Transmission and Adaptation 
of Practice in the work of Gardzienice, Theatre Gargantua and Double 
Edge Theatre.”  

KATHY FRANCE has moved to Nepal from Thailand; PETER has 
been transferred.  She and son, HAYDON, visit friends and family in  
Winnipeg this summer. 
 
ANGIE GANNON teaches English at St. John’s High School.  She got 
married this year. 
 
BARBARA GEHRING (MELNYK) lives in Boulder, Colorado, with 
her husband and two children.  She makes her living as an actor and 
performer.  (At the U of M, BARB performed in productions of 
Criminals in Love and Landscape of the Body.) 
 
TRACY GEMMEL teaches English for Dawson College in Montreal.  
She is married and has a child.  TRACY was in Winnipeg in May to 
attend the CAROL SHIELDS Symposium at the University of 
Winnipeg.  (TRACY played Dee in GEORGE TOLES’ production of I 
Am Yours and Prince Buggerlas in CHRIS JOHNSON’s production of 
Ubu Roi.) 
 
ALI GETTY is the School Administrator at the Manitoba Theatre for 
Young People. 
 
EMILY GINGERA teaches English at Daniel McIntyre Collegiate.   
 
MICHAL GRAJEWSKI plays the lead in a new television series, 
House Party, co-written by SARAH CONSTIBLE and featuring other 
alumni including SARAH, AARON MERKE, ROSS MCMILLAN 
and MIKE BELL.  He can also be seen learning how to make a salad 
in a commercial. 
 
MARGARET GROOME directed the Actors’ Fund of Canada reading 
of The Ride Down Mt. Morgan for MillerFest 2009 and played the role 
of Theo Felt in that reading.  MARGARET was also a member of the 
panel “Discovering Miller: A Director’s Panel” that was part of the 
MillerFest Lecture Series.  MARGARET took over as Chair of the 
Theatre Program when CHRIS JOHNSON stepped down in the spring 
of 08.  Her biographical entry on the British playwright, screenwriter 
and director Stephen Poliakoff will be available shortly on-line at the 
Literary Encyclopedia's site.  Her keynote address for the Northern 
Plains Annual Conference on Earlier British Literature for 2008- “’No 
more, but e’en a woman…’ A Brave Tale of Toils and Triumphs: 
Women Directing the Bard in Twentieth Century Britain”- has just 
been published in the Proceedings for the Conference.  MARGARET 
will be directing the BHT production of Cloud 9 for ChurchillFest 
2010, the first Master Playwright Festival devoted to the work of a 
woman.  She will also be directing Churchill’s play as a benefit 
reading for the Actors’ Fund of Canada. 
 
DANNY GUNN practices law in Winnipeg.  (DANNY was Cape in 
White Biting Dog.) 
 
CATHERINE HACKSLEY teaches at Dalhousie Elementary School. 
 
CHRISTINE HARAPIAK is a family court judge.  (CHRISTINE was 
Gail in Criminals in Love.) 
 
ELLIE HARVEY is a professional actor based in Vancouver.  (ELLIE 
was in Play It Again, Sam.) 
 
JOHN HARVEY practices law in Winnipeg, and serves on the board 
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of Manitoba Film and Sound.  (JOHN played a number of roles for the 
BHT, including Stanley in A Streetcar Named Desire.) 
 
JENETTE HEINRICHS is the film technician for the Film Studies 
program at the U of M.  (JENNETTE played Olivia in our production 
of Twelfth Night, and has directed productions of Unidentified Human 
Remains and the True Nature of Love, Lion in the Streets, and 
Landscape of the Body for us.) 
 
ROB HERRIOT directs opera for a living.  Recent productions include 
Opera Ontario’s La Traviata, Connecticut Opera’s Don Pasquale, a 
production of H.M.S. Pinafore in Edmonton, and productions of 
Barber of Seville and The Brothers Grimm for Calgary Opera.  This 
season he’s directing a production of Donizetti’s Daughter of the 
Regiment for Edmonton Opera and Don Pasquale for Utah Opera.  
During the 2008/09 season, ROB also taught and directed for the 
Studio Program of Opera Lyra Ottawa.  (ROB directed a stunning 
production of Arthur Kopit’s Oh Dad, Poor Dad, Mama’s Hung You 
in the Closet and I’m Feeling So Sad while he was a student at the U of 
M; he was also Creon in our Road Warrior production of Oedipus 
Rex.) 
 
SEAN HICKS practices law in Winnipeg and is on the board of 
Theatre Projects Manitoba 
 
CYNTHIA HIEBERT practices law in Winnipeg, and often performs 
with the Press Club’s Beer and Skits Night and the Manitoba Bar 
Association MTC fund-raising benefit show.  (CYNTHIA played a 
number of roles for the Black Hole, including Sergeant Bloody Five in 
the all-female A Man’s a Man, Wineva in Criminals in Love [with 
JUDGE CHRISTINE HARAPIAK, BARB MELNYK, GUY 
STEWART & CHRIS JOHNSON] and Mrs. Venables in Suddenly 
Last Summer [with ANGIE HECK and GUY MADDIN]). 
 
GARY JARVIS directed one of the high school plays in the MAP/
Scirocco Drama Festival at the Warehouse in June. 
 
SANDY JOBIN-BEVANS continues his career as the Clamato/Tim 
Hortons everyman.  Look for his improv and sketch comedy talents in 
Toronto. 
 
CHRIS JOHNSON directed a “deconstructed” version of George 
Walker’s Tough! with the Prairie Theatre Exchange Young Company 
last December while he was on research/study leave (each of the three 
characters played by 2, 3, or 4 actors, all on stage all the time: sort of a 
cross between a Greek chorus and a tag-team wrestling match).  The 
production was remounted for the Fringe this summer.  While on leave 
he also wrote a number of entries for the online Literary Encyclopedia, 
collaborated with BILL KERR on an article on Winnipeg’s Master 
Playwright Festival which was published in a special festivals issue of 
Canadian Theatre Review in the spring, reworked conference papers 
on Morris Panych, Bob Armstrong, and George Walker for publication 
in CTR and Comparative Drama, and collaborated with colleagues at 
the University of Alberta and Acadia University on a panel 
presentation on the plays of CAROL SHIELDS which was presented 
at the Shields Symposium at the University of Winnipeg in the spring.  
He also served on the boards of Theatre Projects Manitoba and the 
journal, Mosaic.  This spring, he was awarded a Creative Collaboration 
grant by the Centre for Creative Writing and Oral Culture and a 
Creative Works grant by the University to fund the Black Hole 
production of Gorilla by Ken Rudderham and Antipode by Megan 
Andres at this year’s Fringe; CHRIS was producer.  He will be 
directing the BHT production of MIKE BELL’s new play, HeadSpace, 
in the upcoming season, and will be the faculty adviser for MEGAN 

ANDRES’ production of CAROL SHIELDS’ Departures and Arrivals 
(he directed the premiere production in 1984). * 
 
SARAH ANNE JOHNSON opened her new exhibition, House on 
Fire, at the Art Gallery of Ontario in Toronto in July.  In September, 
the exhibition moves to the Julie Saul Gallery in New York.  House on 
Fire explores an incident of scandalous mistreatment, the story of 
SARAH ANNE’s maternal grandmother, Val Orlikow, who was used 
without her knowing it in a CIA research program investigating 
brainwashing and mind-altering drugs while in hospital for treatment 
in Montreal in the mid-50’s. 
 
MANISH KAUSHAL serves on the Board of Shakespeare in the 
Ruins. 
 
LEIGH-ANNE KEHLER continues to thrive as a professional story 
teller. * 
 
BILL KERR serves on the executive of the Prairie Theatre Exchange 
board.  He and CHRIS JOHNSON co-authored an essay on 
Winnipeg’s Master Playwright Festival which appeared in Canadian 
Theatre Review 138.  BILL and BOB SMITH co-directed The 
Crucible, the BHT’s contribution to MillerFest 2009.  BILL is the 
dramaturge working with MIKE BELL on HeadSpace.  He and 
CHRIS directed scenes from the play for a public reading in the Black 
Hole in April.  In the spring, BILL directed the MAP workshop of 
STEVE RATZLOFF’s new play, Dionysius in Stony Mountain, which 
was subsequently produced in this year’s Fringe. A play BILL 
previously dramaturged, Extinction Song by Ron Jenkins, was 
produced at Edmonton’s Citadel Theatre last March and April and 
received Elizabeth Sterling Haynes Awards for Outstanding New Play 
and Outstanding Production of a Play.* 
 
ANGUS KOHM produced the Manitoba Association of Playwrights/
Scirocco Drama Festival of high school plays at the Warehouse in 
June.  ANGUS also worked with the writers as dramaturge.  ANGUS 
continues to serve as editor of Ellipsis, the newsletter of the Manitoba 
Association of Playwrights. 
 
CAROLYN KUCHYERA is very busy with her successful equine and 
canine massage company, www.backstretchmassage.com and will be 
taking over as Stage Manager for the Winnipeg portion of the 
upcoming Belfry PTE co-production of Bordertown Café.   She also 
stage-managed the production of the musical, Strike!, at the Canwest 
Global Theatre at the Forks this summer.  CAROLYN is also 
continuing with her career in ceremonies stage management and is 
currently working as Production Stage Manager for the 2010 
Vancouver Paralympics Opening and Closing Ceremonies with an 
anticipated cast of 5000 volunteers.  CAROLYN will be working 
closely on this event with another Black Hole alumnus, HEATHER 
CONNELL. 
 
SUSAN KURBIS teaches drama at Maples Collegiate. 
 
DALE LAKEVOLD teaches creative writing at Brandon University. 
 
LAUREN LANGE is beginning her second year of studies in Urban 
Planning in the Faculty of Architecture at the U of M. 
 
MIKE LAWRENCHUK played the title role in the Shakespeare in the 
Ruins production of Othello this summer.  MIKE is working on an 
MFA in Staging Shakespeare at the University of Exeter in England.  
(MIKE was in the original production of Departures and Arrivals.) 
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JEFF LECLERC is University Secretary at the U of M. 
 
TANNIS LEHMANN teaches English and drama at Kildonan East 
Collegiate. 
 
CURTIS LOWTON teaches at St. George School. 
 
DARLA MACFARLANE is an educational consultant for the 
provincial Department of Justice. 
 
ADRIANO MAGNIFICO is Head of the English Department at River 
East Collegiate.  He was one of the bloggers responding to MillerFest 
on the festival’s web page. 
 
JEFF MADDEN performed in the Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre 
production of A View from the Bridge for MillerFest 2009 (and at the 
same time, daughter LIZ was playing Tituba in the BHT production of 
The Crucible). 
 
LIZ MADDEN directed “The Table” in our Lunchbhagg series and 
created the sound design for our production of the Crucible in addition 
to acting in it as Tituba. 
 
GUY MADDIN has been appointed to the Order of Manitoba.  His 
new film, My Winnipeg, has been winning awards around the world.  
He has also published a book, My Winnipeg, and the University of 
Manitoba Press has published a book about him, Playing with 
Memories: Essays on Guy Maddin, edited by David Church.  
Contributors include GEORGE TOLES, DARRELL VARGA, and 
STEVE SNYDER.  His latest short, Night Mayor, produced by the 
National Film Board of Canada, just premiered at the Toronto 
International Film Festival. 
 
PAUL MADZIAK screened some of his experimental “Barbara 
Santiago” videos as the second half of a double bill of entertainment at 
Ragpicker’s last fall.  The other half of the entertainment was RAPH 
SARAY’s new play, Let Freedom Hum.  RAPH also performed in 
some of the videos.  PAUL came back to the Hole this year to play Old 
Mahon in our production of The Playboy of the Western World.* 
 
ALEXIS MARTIN is working as an assistant to the entertainment 
director on a cruise ship. 
 
JOCK MARTIN teaches drama at St. John’s Ravenscourt School. 
 
LISA MARTIN (ENNS) teaches at the PTE school. 
 
JUDY MATE works for the purchasing department at the U of M. 
  
SUE MATHESON teaches English at Red Deer College in Alberta. 
 
KYLE MCCULLOCH writes scripts for South Park. 
 
CHUCK MCEWEN is Executive Producer of the Winnipeg Fringe 
Festival and of the MTC Master Playwright Festival. * 
 
BRENDA MCLEAN performed in Playing for Time for MillerFest 
2009.  BRENDA taught a section of Intro Theatre at the U of M for the 
2008/09 academic year, and also taught at the PTE school and was the 
Movement Coach for the Professional Training Ensemble there.  She 
designed the costumes for the Shakespeare in the Ruins production of 
Othello.  Over the summer, BRENDA workshopped a new script, 
Death is Within Me, which premiered in Tczew, Poland, this 
September.  BRENDA is a co-founder and ongoing member of Theatre 

Incarnate.  She will be back at the U of M this season, teaching a 
section of Intro and assisting with all things technical. 
 
MATT MCLEOD provided the voice-over for the Adhere and Deny 
production of Paradise Lost in the spring. 
 
ROSS MCMILLAN performed in the independent production of 
Henrik Ibsen’s John Gabriel Borkman at the Gas Station Theatre last 
fall.  ROSS wrote and performed in The Daffodil Man for the Theatre 
Projects Manitoba spring show, and played a number of roles in the 
play readings in the CAROL SHIELDS Festival of New Works at 
PTE.  ROSS plays the intensely high strung high school teacher, Mr. 
Dubbe, in the new TV series, Less Than Kind; the second season of the 
show was shot in Winnipeg over the summer.* 
 
MARLENE MEADEN assistant stage managed Beauty and the Beast 
for Rainbow Stage this summer.  She is also teaching Grade 5 at Ecole 
Riverbend Community School. 
 
AYNSLEY MOORHOUSE completed an administrative internship at 
the Factory Theatre in Toronto, and has since worked in admin at the 
Factory. 
 
SCOTT MONTGOMERY is making commercials in Toronto. 
 
STEPHANIE MOROZ won an Irene Anderson scholarship this year.  
In the 2008/09 season, she performed in our productions of A Lie of the 
Mind and Playboy of the Western World.  STEPHANIE’s play, 
“Lucid”, was produced as a Lunch Bhagg in the spring as part of the 
Fire in the Hole Festival; LAURA JANE BOVILLE directed.  
STEPHANIE is attending the Studio 58 actor training program at 
Langara College in Vancouver.* 
 
LISA MUIRHEAD works as a researcher for Mosaic. 
 
GEORGETTE NAIRN stage managed the Dry Cold production of 
Company at the CanWest Theatre in May.  She is back at the U of M 
finishing her Education degree. 
 
CARSON NATTRASS performed in the MTC productions of Pride 
and Prejudice and The Boys in the Photograph, and in the Winnipeg 
Jewish Theatre production of Death of a Salesman in the season just 
past.  He also worked as the fight director on the MTC production of 
Jitters, and also on the Dry Cold production of Company. He and 
partner Sharon Bajer recently had a baby. (CARSON was in our 
production’s of A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Tartuffe.) 
 
MARK NEUFELD and JOHN TITLEY won a Collaborative Creation 
Grant from the Centre for Creative Writing and Oral Culture at the U 
of M to assist their making of a new film, “Car Stories”. 
 
BOB NIXON lives in Vancouver, where he works for CBC TV as a 
reporter.  (Back in the day, BOB used to collaborate with ANDREW 
COYNE, GREG KLYMKIW, and GUY MADDIN writing and 
performing in original student revues.) 
  
YVETTE NOLAN directed the premiere production of Melanie J. 
Murray’s A Very Polite Genoicde or the Girl Who Fell to Earth at 
Native Earth Performing Arts in Toronto this season.  She was the 
recipient of the City of Toronto’s 2008 Equity and Human Rights 
Award for Aboriginal Affairs.  Her play, Annie Mae’s Movement, has 
been published in the Coyote’s Voice volume 2 anthology of plays by 
First Nations playwrights from Playwrights Canada Press, edited by 
Ric Knowles.  YVETTE is NEPA’s Artistic Director.  Last season, she 
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directed a production of George Ryga’s The Ecstasy of Rita Joe for the 
Western Canada Theatre Co. and the National Arts Centre.  (YVETTE 
was in the original production of CAROL SHIELDS’ Departures and 
Arrivals, and played the Messenger in the Road Warrior Oedipus.) 
 
KRISTIN NORMAN’s play, “Pure and Clear”, was given a public 
reading as part of the festival of new, student-written plays in the 
spring; TONY PORTEOUS directed. * 
 
CAROLE O’BRIEN presented one of her short films as part of the 
CAROL SHIELDS Festival of New Work at PTE this year. 
 
GERALD PAULS led the Poor Theatre Company in the creation and 
production of a collectively created piece, When the Stone Speaks, 
presented as part of the Chattaqua festival event in Morden last fall.  
Performers included JEREMY RAMPTION, NATASHIA DURAND, 
REID SLOAN, and RHONDA FRIESEN was the stage manager.  
GERALD teaches English in Winkler.  (GERALD was Tom in our 
production of Better Living, the Duke in Measure for Measure, and 
directed a number of productions for us.) 
 
INGRID PEDERSON teaches drama at Dakota Collegiate. 
 
NANCY PITCAIRN teaches drama and English at Vincent Massey in 
Brandon. 
 
TONY PORTEOUS’ plays, “You Guys Kill Me” and “ForePlay”, 
were given public readings in the Losey Studio, Degrees Diner, and 
Wiseguys as part of the festival of new student-written plays last 
spring.  ERIN ESSERY and ELISE AHRENS-TOWNSEND directed. 
 
CSILLA PRZIBISLAWSKY is a drama therapist working out of the 
Aulneau Renewal Centre in St. Boniface.  (CSILLA was Elmire in 
Tartuffe.) 
 
JEREMY RAMPTON served as BHTC president this past year in 
addition to acting in A Lie of the Mind and designing the set for The 
Playboy of the Western World.  He was a winner of the Victor Cowie 
Scholarship in the Performing Arts.  JEREMY is a driving force 
behind the Poor Theatre Company in Morden MB.  
 
STEVE RATZLOFF teaches theatre at the Canadian Mennonite 
University.  (STEVE was Stanley in MARGARET’s production of The 
Birthday Party.) * 
 
CHRIS READ is an arts reporter and a producer for CBC radio.  
(CHRIS was King Ubu in Ubu Roi.) 
 
MIKE REALBA is a very busy film and television actor.  Since a 
small role in Hand as an undercover cop in 1998, he has appeared in 
Tracker; Loves Music, Loves to Dance; The Associates; Deceived; 
Soldier’s Girl; The Recruit; Blue Murder; Mayday; Dawn of the Dead; 
Sue Thomas: F.B. Eye; All you Got; Metropia; many episodes of 
Paradise Falls; Sonny by Dawn; Descent; The House; The Path to 
9/11; Degrassi: The Next Generation; ‘Til Death Do Us Part; Saw IV; 
Mr. Magorium’s Wonder Emporium; Saw V; and will appear in the 
upcoming Gangster Exchange. 
  
NALINI REDDY is a lawyer working for the provincial Department of 
Justice.  She serves on the board of the Gas Station Theatre, and 
performed in Cabaret, last year’s Manitoba Bar Association annual 
fund-raiser for the MTC. 
 
KERRY REID teaches drama at River Heights Junior High. 
 

CHRISTINE REINFORT served as BHTC secretary for the 08/09 
school year.  Her play, “Bottom Feeders”, was produced as a Lunch 
Bhagg as part of the Fire in the Hole Festival in the spring; IAN 
STOESZ directed.  CHRISTINE played Elizabeth Proctor in our 
production of The Crucible for MillerFest 2009. * 
 
SYLVIA RICHARDSON teaches singing at Brandon University.  
(SYLVIA was Elizabeth in Better Living.) 
 
MALCOLM ROGGE is a writer and filmmaker based in Toronto.  He 
was back in Winnipeg in February and showed his documentary film, 
Under Rich Earth: Ecuadorian Peasants and their Struggle Against 
Global Capitalism, on campus as part of the International Centre for 
Students’ “Beyond Our Borders” film festival.  Excerpts from the film 
were broadcast on CBC TV’s national network, and MALCOLM was 
interviewed on the subject, Ecuadorian farmers’ attempts to defend 
their land against the incursions of international mining companies.  
Since graduating from the U of M in 1994, MALCOLM earned a 
Master’s degree in Environmental Studies at York University, and also 
studied at Osgoode Hall Law School in Toronto.  
www.underrichearth.com  
 
IAN ROSS is Artistic Director of Red Roots Theatre and teaches 
theatre at the University of Winnipeg.  (The Black Hole produced 
IAN’s first, short plays, and IAN performed in Tartuffe and in The 
Audience by Vaclav Havel.) 
 
KEN RUDDERHAM’s play, “Gorilla”, was one of the two, new 
student-written plays that the BHT produced in this year’s Fringe 
Festival; MEGAN ANDRES directed.  KEN also worked as MC of the 
Outdoor Stage and his wife had a baby girl this summer.  KEN’s play, 
“Rub-a-dub-dub”, was given a public reading as part of the Fire in the 
Hole Festival in the spring; ERIN CHAPMAN directed. He played 
John Proctor in our production of The Crucible.  KEN won a Victor 
Cowie Award this year* 
 
JON SANDERSON is studying theatre at George Brown College in 
Toronto. 
 
RAPH SARAY’s new play, Let Freedom Hum, was produced by the 
Miracle Violence Connection at Ragpicker’s in November.  JANE 
WALKER directed, and it was performed by a cast of thousands, 
among them: JULIANNE HOYAK, KEN RUDDERHAM, 
CHRISTINE REINFORT, KERRI WOLOSZYN, ROB ROSS, 
JORGE ROQUENA, JOSH PENNER, BEN CLARKSON, JOANNA 
NEUFELD, and RAPH himself.  RAPH also performs in some of 
PAUL MADZIAK’s “Barbara Santiago” videos, which were screened 
at the same event. 
 
MIKE SAWATZKY is General Manager and Technical Director of 
the Lester Centre of the Arts in Prince Rupert, B.C., and the assistant 
manager of the North Peace Cultural Centre in Fort St. John. 
 
 BRADLEY SAWATZKY assistant directed Bleeding Hearts at the 
MTC Warehouse and has been writing screenplays.  He has enrolled in 
the nursing program at RRCC.* 
 
KAREN SCHELLENBERG is the Theatre Program technician at the 
U of M and designed costumes for The Crucible.  She will be on leave 
this year raising babies. 
 
JOFF SCHMIDT is the Associate Producer of Content Factory and 
Definitely Not the Opera at CBC Winnipeg, and reviews plays for 
CBC TV and radio.* 
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EDWINA SHWEDYK is Student Program Assistant in the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies at the U of M. 
 
TANIA SIGURDSON (OLSON) was the Outreach Co-ordinator and 
Stage Manager at MTC but has given it all up to come back to the U of 
M to get her Education Degree. She also led several sessions at this 
spring’s S.M.ARTS conference in Winnipeg.* 
 
JULIE SIMPSON is the drama teacher at Gordon Bell High School.  
Once again, she stage managed the MAP/Scirocco Drama Festival of 
high school plays at the Warehouse in June.  (JULIE directed 
productions of ANGUS KOHM’s Bad Girls Jail House and Bruce 
McManus’ Caffee for the Black Hole.) 
 
BOB SMITH co-directed the BHT production of The Crucible with 
BILL KERR for MillerFest 2009.  BOB also directed the St. Paul’s 
Players production of his own new play, The Only Known Photograph 
of God, in the Black Hole last fall.  
 
CHRISTOPHER SOBCZAK assistant directed the WJT production of 
David Mamet’s November.* 
 
JASON SPARLING teaches at Lorette Collegiate, and works with the 
kids in the drama club. 
 
JUSTIN SPROULE was back in town in January to perform in the 
WJT production of Death of a Salesman, playing both Howard and 
Stanley.  He appeared in the new zombie movie Yesterday released this 
spring.  (JUSTIN was Orlando in Twelfth Night.) 
 
LESLIE STARK teaches high school drama in Vancouver.  She 
recently directed a production of High School Musical.  (LESLIE was 
in JENNETTE’s production of Unidentified Human Remains ..., where 
she made Black Hole history by being the first actress to go topless, 
not counting previous costume malfunctions.) 
 
LORI STEFANIUK is a casting director working with Next Casting in 
Winnipeg.  (LORI was in the all-girl A Man’s a Man.) 
 
GUY STEWART works in a school for disturbed children in 
Reykjavik, Iceland, and has been using drama to teach social skills.  
GUY also illustrates children’s books, and has been doing some film 
acting over the past year. (GUY was in Criminals in Love and Ubu 
Roi.) 
 
KELLY STIFORA is Communications Officer at Brandon University.  
(KELLY directed productions of Pterodactyls and Fat Men Wear 
Skirts for the BHT.) 
 
JOHN STINSON serves as a Trustee for the Manitoba Theatre Centre.  
(JOHN directed GAIL ASPER in a production of Gwen Pharis 
Ringwood’s A Fine-Coloured Easter Egg.) 
 
 GORD TANNER played Uncle Ben in the WJT production of Death 
of a Salesman in January for MillerFest 2009; his second appearance 
in the festival was in the MTC reading of The Man Who Had All the 
Luck.  GORD also played David O. Selznik in the PTE production of 
Moonlight and Magnolias, and performed in the Adhere and Deny 
production of Paradise Lost.  He also played a number of roles in the 
play readings in the CAROL SHIELDS Festival of New Work at PTE.  
GORD served on the TPM board during the year. * 
 
JIM TAYLOR was nominated for a Gemini for his work on Kids’ 

Canada for CBC kids and is organising a new film festival in Toronto. 
www.zombieshortfilmfestival.com 
 
SUSAN THOMAS teaches English at the University of Puerto Rico. 
 
PAUL THULNER teaches drama and English at Sisler High School. 
 
JOHN TITLEY’s plays, “Epitaph” and “Snails”, were given public 
readings as part of the Fire in the Hole Festival in the spring.  
ANDREA KARR directed “Epitaph” and JOHN directed “Snails” 
himself.  JOHN and MARK NEUFELD won a Collaborative Creation 
Grant from the Centre for Creative Writing and Oral Culture to assist 
their making of a new film, “Car Stories”.  This year he is running 
UMSU Vision, UMSU’s closed circuit TV network. 
 
THERESA THOMSON (FAWCETT) was also a member of the 
Professional Training Ensemble at PTE, and performed in their 
production of Durang, Durang. 
 
DAMION TRYON teaches English at Kildonan East Collegiate. 
 
JONATHAN WAITE is starting a new teaching job this fall at 
Arborgate School in La Broquerie and has also started his own 
transmedia company called Digital Trail (www.digitaltrail.ca).  
 
JANE WALKER performed in the Theatre Anywhere production of 
Clara in MillerFest 2009, and directed one of the high school plays in 
the MAP/Scirocco Festival at the Warehouse in June. * 
 
WAYNE WATSON teaches drama and English at Kumon Leysin, 
near Montreux in Switzerland.  (WAYNE was in All’s Well that Ends 
Well and directed the first of our two productions of John Guare’s 
Landscape of the Body.) 
 
TIM WEBSTER and wife, Xian, continue to produce the Kids’ Fringe 
in Winnipeg, and TIM performs as “Captain Braggadocio” to MC for 
the Outdoor Stage.  TIM has worked as a part-time Standardized 
Patient Trainer for the Faculty of Medicine at the U of M for the last 
five years, and four for the Medical Council of Drama.  He’s still 
heavily involved in the Drama Ministry at Riverwood Church 
Community, and has been teaching weekly drama classes there for the 
last three years.  He’s been involved with the Winnipeg Press Club’s 
annual Beer ‘n’ Skits evening of political satire since 2001, and is now 
involved with the new BS Comedy Players.  He’s a founding member 
of the Crosseyed Rascals Improv troupe.  He also teaches Drama at the 
King’s School, and has been coaching the Canadian Mennonite 
University’s improv team this year.  (TIM was Junior in Better Living.) 
* 
 
ANDREA VON WICHERT is returning to the U of M to study 
English in the M.A. program. * 
 
STEFANIE WIENS hosted the MAP/Scirocco Drama Festival at the 
Warehouse in June. * 
 
CHARLENE WIEST teaches in Winnipeg. 
 
MARGO WILSON KEHLER teaches English and Drama at Vincent 
Massey in Winnipeg, and also coaches the improv team and continues 
to study, taking improve workshops.  PLUS she gets to work with Lee 
White (of Crumbs) everyday in her classroom!  She is married to the 
love of her life -a Mennonite Accountant- (who knew?) and they have 
two beautiful daughters together.  She considers herself very blessed. 
 



Black Hole Theatre Company        Newsletter Fall 2009                            12 

 

 

FRINGE 2009 
 
Bloodless: The Trial of Burke and Hare by JOSEPH ARAGON. 
 
The Coconut Clubber.  KELLY JENKEN stage managed and MIKE 
TRAKALO, WILLIAM JORDAN, JULIANNE HOYAK, PAUL 
MADZIAK and TEDDY ZEGEYE-GEBREHIWOT were in the cast. 
 
Cookies and Milk.  JIM HANWELL directed, and the cast included 
JOHN LANDREVILLE and KATIE LEITHEAD. 
 
Dionysius in Stony Mountain by STEVE RATZLAFF, directed by 
ROSS MCMILLAN.   BILL KERR was the dramaturge, and STEVE 
was also in the cast. 
 
FemMennonite 3: Baby Makes Trilogy, written and performed by 
LEIGH-ANNE KEHLER. 
 
The Gas Heart.  IAN MAKITA was in the cast. 
 
Gingers’ Walk.  Writer/performers included ROSS MCMILLAN, 
BRADLEY SAWATZKY and GORDON TANNER. 
 
Gorilla/Antipode by KEN RUDDERHAM and MEGAN ANDRES, 
directed by MEGAN, stage managed by MATTHEW LAGACE.  
KATIE MURRAY designed the costumes, KRISTIN NORMAN 
designed the posters, CHRIS JOHNSON produced.  Cast: TIM 
BANDFIELD, RAY STRACHAN, NATASHIA DURAND, ADAM 
MCCORT, LIZ MADDEN, CHRISTINE REINFORT, ANDREA 
KARR.  JESSICA HAMULKA coached movement for “Antipode”.  
VICKI RUTOWSKI was the production assistant.  (VICKI’s Black 
Hole Debut: she’ll be in first year in 09/10). 
 
Grand Guignol sur la Prairie.  Cast included CHRISTOPHER 
SOBCZAK. 
 
Hands Down.  RYAN MILLER was one of the writer/performers. 
 
Haven (by Bob Armstrong).  SARAH CONSTIBLE, THERESA 
THOMSON (FAWCETT), and ANDREW CECON were in the cast. 
 

Les Miserable Old Guys by Rex Deverell.  Directed by STEFANIE 
WIENS. 
 
Office Hours.  DEREK ZORNIAK was in the cast. 
 
Poor?ness, directed by LEITH CLARK. 
 
She’s Not There by Alix Sobler.  JASON NEUFELD was in the cast. 
 
A Stand-Up Guy. Written and performed by JASON T. 
BROADFOOT. 
 
three, there.  The cast included ANDREA KARR. 
 
Tough! by George F. Walker, directed by CHRIS JOHNSON.  JODIE 
CHRISTENSEN was in the cast, and CLAIRE BONING was the stage 
manager.  (JODIE and CLAIRE will be joining us this fall as first year 
students.) 
 
Under the Glacier by GEORGE TOLES (adapted from the novel by 
Halldor Laxness).  Directed by GEORGE.  JOHN LANDREVILLE 
was the assistant director.  The Cast: JANE WALKER , STEPHANIE 
MOROZ , SIMON BRACKEN, ROSS MCMILLAN (nude!!!!!!!), 
DARCY FEHR, KERRI WOLOSZYN, ROB. ROSS.  PAUL 
MADIZIAK stood in for ROSS, as it were, for one performance 
(nude!!!!!).  Designed and stage managed by BEN CLARKSON. 
 
CHUCK MCEWEN is Executive Producer of the Fringe.  RAY 
STRACHAN was Outdoor Site Manager.  TIM WEBSTER was Kids’ 
Fringe Co-ordinator.    KEN RUDDERHAM was one of the Outdoor 
Stage hosts.   ERIC BOSSE and ANDREA VON WICHERT served 
on Production Staff.   MEGAN ANDRES was a shift supervisor.  
JOFF SCHMIDT wrote reviews for the CBC. 
 
Scenes from MIKE BELL’s HeadSpace were given a public reading as 
part of the “30 Years of MAPping” event.  BILL KERR directed, and 
MEGAN ANDRES and TIM BANDFIELD performed. 

TANIS WOODLAND works as the Office Assistant for Disabilities 
Studies at the U of M. 
 
KIM  ZEGLINSKI (JAREMOWICH)is still residing in Winnipeg--
wife to Dave and mom to Aidan (8) and Jude (6).  She is a teacher, a 
drama instructor, and continues to do freelance theatre work as an 
actor and self-produced playwright.  Most recently, she was a part of 
the first Professional Training Ensemble at Prairie Theatre Exchange 
(2009), where she performed in a production of Durang, Durang by 
Christopher Durang, directed by Chris Sigurdson.  She was in The 
Bush Ladies by Molly Thom (TBTR, Fringe 08) and will be 
remounting that show with TBTR; first as a staged reading (Fall 09) 
and next year as a school tour (2010).  Kim has been a performer in the 
Girls Girls Girls cabaret at the Gas Station Theatre for several years 
running, produced by ANDREA VON WICHERT. 
 
MEGALLY ZELAYA is working towards her M.A. in Journalism at 
UBC. 
 
ALLAN ZINYK is a professional actor based in Vancouver.  (ALLAN 
was the Spartan Messenger in Lysistrata.) 
 

The 08/09 Past Executive 
 

Artistic Director– Margaret Groome 
President– Jeremy Rampton 

Vice President– Ivan Henwood 
Treasurer– Matt Lagacé 

Secretary–   Christine Reinfort 
Member at Large– Ray Strachan 
Past President– Megan Andres 

Onstage Rep– Christopher Charles 
Backstage Rep– Jaclyn Kozak 

Publicist– Kelly Jenken 
Intro Reps: 

Kevin Ramberran, Sheldon Kuzmik, Patrick 
Gallagher, Meaghan Labossiere 


